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seconds, showing remarkable adhesive power even to a
comparatively smooth iron surface. As before mentioned,
this apparatus has only lately been introduced into Europe,
but in America it has been somewhat extensively used
for the last year or so. The most striking instance of its
utility is in the Panama Canal Works, where it was em-
ployed to coat certain disintegrating rock of the Culebra
Cut with concrete or rather mortar, and thus prevent its
weathering and bringing down with it masses of super-
incumbent strata; this work, owing to the uneven face of
the rock, would have been extremely expensive, if not
practically impossible, by ordinary hand methods.
The manufacture of purpose-made concrete goods, such
as paving slabs, sills, concrete sewer pipes, etc., is a use of
cement which has been gradually extending for some time
past, and the excellent examples of such goods, produced
by the various firms who make a speciality of that class of
work, are too well known to need mentioning; the excellent
results obtained in this branch of the industry are due
entirely to the care which is exercised in selecting and
thoroughly maturing the cement; the selection, washing,
and proportioning of the aggregates; and last, but not
least, the manipulative skill of the workmen employed.
Although it may seem rather a hazardous opinion to ex-
press, personal experience has proved that the skill of the
workman has more to do with the satisfactory nature of
the work than is generally recognised. As a case in point,
the concrete work of the sea-front or esplanade at two
neighbouring watering places was recently carried out with
exactly similar materials and with the same brand of
cement; yet, owing to superior skill and workmanship, the
one is immeasurably superior in finish and appearance to
the other.
Without wishing to   give   rise  to   the  inference  that